
Year 11
Parental Information Evening

Tuesday 1 October 2024

The presentation will cover the following areas:

1. The year ahead

2. Important Dates

3. General information

4. Sources of support

5. Support

6. Gordano Extra

7. Careers guidance: next steps

8. Curriculum and homework

9. The road to mock exams

10.Preparation and revision



STUDENTS ARE ONLY 
9 MONTHS AWAY FROM 
GCSE'S – WHAT THEY DO 

NOW MATTERS!

NEA CONTENT 
COMPLETION AND 

MOCK EXAMINATIONS

CONVERSATIONS AND 
DECISIONS FOR LIFE 

AFTER YEAR 11

EVERYTHING WE DO IS 
TO SUPPORT YOUR 

FUTURE

Year 11
9 months ahead



Important dates for your diaries
Date Event

3 October Careers Convention

11 October Year 11 Ready to Work Deadline

22 October Futures Evening

14 November Sixth Form Open Evening

2 December Year 11 Mock Exams Start

9 January Year 11 Achievement Review 1

17 January Year 11 Mock Results Day

13 February Year 11 Progress Evening

10 March Ongoing exam practice

4 April Year 11 Achievement Review 2

8 May Last teaching day

9 May Year 11 Celebration Day

12 May Public Exams

24 June Prom – Ashton Gate Stadium

25 June Exams Contingency Day





Timings of the school day



Keeping track of homework 
and behaviour



Expectations:

• Student should be on site by 8.35am and at tutor bases ready for 

8.40am

• Students should aim for attendance of 96% and above

• Good attendance and punctuality lead to stronger academic 

progress, disruption-free learning for all and builds a strong 

foundation for life beyond school

• We ask for daily contact through Microsoft Forms 

(link on website) if a child is absent

• We ask parents to work with the school where there are issues with 

attendance

• From 1st September 2024 LSP attendance policy has slightly 

changed (this can be found on our website)

• Term-time holiday can be approved only in extremely exceptional 

circumstances

Attendance and 

punctuality



Parental 

communication Student related queries

➢ The contact forms have now been replaced by our central email 

address for student related queries mailbox@gordanoschool.org.uk

This mailbox will be monitored during normal school hours, and we 

aim to respond within 3 working days, during term-time.

➢ To help us deal with your query as efficiently as possible, please 

include the full name of the student, tutor group and the name of 

the staff member you wish to contact (if known).

➢ We would also like to remind you that key parental communications 

and information relating to term dates, uniform, catering etc can be 

found on the school website.

➢ SEND: To contact the SEND/Student Support Team please 

email SEND@gordanoschool.org.uk

mailto:mailbox@gordanoschool.org.uk
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/
http://javascript:mt('SEND','gordanoschool.org.uk','','')


We continue with our focus on kindness, with resilience also 

now sitting at the heart of everything we do.



Years 7-11:

•Mobile phones should be switched off and in bags at 8.40am each 

morning.

•Phones will be confiscated if seen out of bags (this includes in pockets)

•If a student is seen with headphones in, then the headphones AND their 

mobile phone will be confiscated.

•On the third time of confiscation, a parent will be asked to collect the 

phone and or headphones from school.

•Under no circumstances are phones to be used to record anything on 

the school site

Mobile Phones & Headphones



• Tutors

• Heads of Houses

• Assistant Heads of Houses

• Safeguarding Team

• Pastoral Support

• Student Support

• Student Centre

• House Captains

• Groups/Societies

• School Nurse

• School Counsellors

• Youth Hub

• Youth Centre

• Partnership with 

community groups – 

Police, RNLI, GCT, etc.

Helping you feel safe and supported

We are fortunate in being able to offer a lot of support to our 

school community through the following services:



Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL): 

Jeanne Fairs (Assistant Head)

Student Centre Office
jfairs@gordanoschool.org.uk

Deputy DSL: 

Chantelle Thompson
Student Centre Office
cthompson@gordanoschool.org.uk

Deputy Head (Pastoral): 

Johnny Mailey (Strategic Safeguarding Lead)

Office:  Student Centre
jmailey@gordanoschool.org.uk

Our Safeguarding Team



Keeping you safe





Careers Information 
Advice and Guidance



• Sixth Form – A levels plus Level 3 Btecs

• College – A Levels, T Levels, Btecs at a range of 
different levels. Not only the main colleges but 
also various smaller ones such as Boom Satsuma, 
Robins Foundation, Access Creative College and 
more

• Apprenticeship – work towards a qualification and 
go to work full time.

• Students can apply to as many as they would like and 
they should apply to at least 2 options – back up plan!

Post 16 Options



Qualifications - what’s the difference?

• A Levels – academic study with exams at the end

• T Levels – mix of academic study and course work. 
Extended work experience placement

• BTECs – mainly coursework with some work experience

• All lead on to University or Apprenticeships 



• Level 3 

(A levels and L3 BTECs/T levels) – 5 GCSE’s 9-4 incl English and 

Maths but some will require specific results in certain subjects

• Level 2 

(BTEC and T Levels) – 4 or more GCES at grades 9-2 with at 

least 2 at grade 3

• Level 1 

(BTECs) – 3 or more GCSEs at grade 1 or above

Qualifications levels



• Working and studying 

• Minimum hourly rate is £6.40 but most pay 

more 

• Most Apprenticeships require grade 4 in Maths 

and English as a minimum, but some may 

require more than this

• You can do an Apprenticeship in just about 

anything!

Apprenticeships



Intermediate 2 GCSE

Advanced 3 A level

Higher 4,5,6 and 7 Foundation degree 

and above

Degree 6 and 7 Bachelor’s or master’s 

degree

Apprenticeships levels



• Harder to apply for than college or Sixth Form and no-
one is guaranteed a place 

 

• Need to apply direct to the Company or through Find 
an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• There will be an interview or a series of tasks plus an 
interview

• There will be other candidates

• Must also apply to College/Sixth Form as a back up

Apprenticeships - Applying

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship




Homework and the Year 11 Curriculum



The Year 11 Curriculum

➢ Delivery of final aspects of the planned curriculum

➢ Revisiting and revising previous topics

➢ Ensuring students have what they need to revise

➢ Teaching and refining exam technique

➢ Providing students with feedback that shows them where they 

are and enables them to improve

➢ Providing subject support

➢ Preparing students for their next steps



➢ Engagement with Year 11 homework/revision is essential for 

exam success

➢ Homework is set on Class Charts across the fortnight

➢ There will be a deadline for completion of 7 days or more

➢ Year 11 should only be set revision tasks that support 

their exam preparation in the three weeks prior to/including 

their mocks (except in instances where they are completing 

Non-Exam Assessed components of their courses).

Homework expectations for Year 11





Year 11
Road to Mock Exams
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Importance of preparation





Importance of preparation



Subject Support



● A specific study space for 
Year 11 students

● Upstairs, above the Library

● Textbooks and revision guides 
permanently based in the room

● Supervised by staff

● Computers, groups working and 
printing available





MIND 

1. Start with the theme in the middle of the page.

2. The main ideas that make up the topic should be represented by thick branches that come from the theme in the centre

 3. Your branches should have one word or two. Think of each branch as a heading in an essay or a book.

4. Create smaller sub-branches which extend out from every branch. Think of these as sub-headings. 

5. At the end of each branch, write out one key word or concept. This will make it easier to remember key concepts during revision.

6. Find images or pictures which illustrate your ideas and put them onto key areas in your diagram.

MAPS



MIND MAPS



1. Short and simple is the key: Your aim should be to find the 
smallest amount of information possible to put on the card, 
yet make sure that it still contains the most important facts – 
and only those.

2. Include picture and colours: This will make the flashcards more memorable and research shows you are more likely to remember text if 
there are pictures.

3. Break down content into separate cards: No matter how short all individual facts may be, if you try to cram too much onto one card it 
defeats the purpose of quick revision.

4. Choose variety in posing questions: Not all subjects come in an already-made Q&A format. That does not mean that you cannot use 
flashcards to study. Sometimes it will be necessary to become creative.

FLASHCARDS



Day 1: Put all your cards in Box 1 and review them. If you get 
a card right, move it to Box 2. If you get it wrong, it stays in 
Box 1.

Day 2: Review Box 1 (as on Day 1: move correct cards up to 
Box 2, but keep incorrect cards in Box 1).

Day 3: Review Box 1. Review Box 2. If you get a card right, 
move it up to Box 3. If you get it wrong, move it back to Box 1.

Day 4: Review Box 1. Review Box 3. If you get a card right, it 
can leave the box and you don't have to study it again. If you 
get it wrong, it goes all the way back to Box 1.

FLASHCARDS

Day 5: Review Box 1 and Box 2.

Day 6: Review Box 1.

Day 7: Review Box 1, Box 2 and Box 3.

Day 8-13:  Repeat Days 2-7. Once all your cards have left Box 
1, you're studying is done.





SUMMARISE

1. Read the original text very carefully, making sure you understand it.
2. Read it again, highlighting or underlining what appears to be the key points.
3. Consider mapping the points made.
4. Consider changing the order of points or grouping some together to save words.
5. Consider turning several similar points into a list within a single sentence
6. Don’t copy anything straight out without rewording.
7. Don’t include any unnecessary detail
8. Keep it clear and simple. If you end up writing complicated



LINK WITH SKETCHNOTES FOR 
MORE EFFECTIVE CORNELL 

NOTES









Pomodoro Timer
Focus Keeper (Free)

Forest (Paid)
Flora (Free)









Year 11
Parental Information Evening

Tuesday 1 October 2024

Once again, thank you for joining us.

I hope you found the presentation 

informative and that we will see you later 

in the year at some of our school events.

David Beesley – Director of Key Stage 4
mailbox@gordanoschool.org.uk
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